
DATE CHANGE
Charrett e

November 1, 2, 3 & 4
Gitaus Admin Offi  ce

*Rides will be available, 
more info TBA

Community Prepares for Master Land Use Plan

Any Questi ons or Concerns 
related to the Kitselas 
Master Land Use Plan, 
the Charrett e Process or 
anything related to Kitselas 
Lands  can be directed to 
Sonja Foss at:
250.635.8882 ext 232
E: sfoss@kitselas.com
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Th e Kitselas Land Use Planning 
Kick-Off  meeting held September 
21st, 2011 was a ground breaking 
event for Kitselas. For the fi rst time, 
the community was able to voice 
their ideas and visions for the use of 
Kitselas’ Reserve Lands. Th ere were 
several outcomes to this meeting 
and they are discussed below.
   Th ere are approximately 535 
Kitselas members, about 430 people 
live on the Kitselas reserves of 
Gitaus, Kulspai, Chimdemash and 
Endudoon. 71 people were at this 
Kick-Off  meeting which means 
approximately 14% of the Kitselas 
membership was represented. 
   Th ere were 3 major decisions 
made at the meeting. 

1. Establish a Land Use Planning    
Committee

Th is committee will be volunteer 
based and will work with the 
Lands Management Offi  ce and the 
charrette designers as an advisory 
body. Th e people who were 
interested in joining the committee 
were:

i. Louis Bibaud
ii. Edward Innes
iii. Anne McDames
iv. Morris Mason
v. Charles Swanson
vi. Darlene Seymour
vii. Nathan McMillan
viii. Maxine McMillan

If you were interested in being on 
this committee, but don’t see your 
name here, please make sure to call 
Lynn Wright  at 250-641-7669 or 
landsclerk@kitselas.com or over 
Facebook.             ...Cont’d next page...
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Kitselas Master Land Use Plan
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IR 1 Kitselas
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IR 2A Chimdimash
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IR 6 Kulspai

IR 7 Ketoneda

Kitselas Reserve Lands 
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Authored by the Kitselas Lands Management Office
August 25, 2011
Sonja Foss, Lands Manager
PH 250 635 8882 ext 232

...Cont’d from page 1... 
2. Visions for each Kitselas Reserve
Th e people at the meeting identifi ed ways the reserves could be used in the future. Th e Lands Management Offi  ce 
created visions for each reserve based on the input received from the community. Please see the next section to 
review the visions.

3. Member Feedback
A lot of feedback was provided to the Lands Management Offi  ce through member feedback forms. A report is 
being generated from the feedback forms and will be used as a touchstone as decisions are made in the Lands 
Management Offi  ce and the Kitselas Administration. Once the report is complete, it will be available online.

Reserve Visions
Each Kitselas reserve now has a 
vision statement. Th ese vision 
statements are based on the input 
received by the membership who 
participated in the September 21st, 
2011 Kick-Off  Meeting.
   Some ideas provided by the 
community can be done now. Some 
ideas are strictly a responsibility 
within Kitselas Administration, 
but other ideas can be carried 
out by individuals. Th e Lands 
Management Offi  ce is here to help 
that happen.

IR 1 – Gitaus Vision: As our 
community develops, its growth 
will refl ect our culture and provide 
for our needs.

IR 2 – Chimdemash: We will 
encourage silvicultural practices 
and determine the best use of this 
reserve for economic development 
opportunities.

IR 3 – Ikshenigwolk: Th is reserve 
will be used for recreational 
activities and the best economic 
development opportunities that we 
can identify.

IR 4 – Old Kitselas: Th is reserve 
will be protected as a heritage site 
and will only be used in a limited 
and traditional way.

IR 5 – Zaimoetz: more work needs 

to be done on this vision statement 
with the community before it can 
be published.

IR 6 – Kulspai: We will maintain 
the heart of our community 
on this reserve and provide for 
opportunities to increase our 

enjoyment of the land

IR 7 – Ketoneda: We will preserve 
this reserve for recreational 
opportunities or economic 
development opportunities that 
help preserve the land. 
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Kitselas Charrette

What Was Done with the Input Collected from the September 21st Meeting?
The Lands Management Offi ce met with the designers on September 28th and provided them will 
all of the feedback generated by the community. The maps, drawings, lists and notes that people 
created were given to the designers and they know how excited we all are to move forward with 
the charrette. The fi nal charrette schedule has been approved by Chief and Council and there are 
several exciting moments coming up (see charrette schedule on back page).

Measuring Community Wellness Workshop
 Joan Chess works with the Fraser Basin Council and 
volunteers as the President of the Planning Institute of 
British Columbia’s Council. Joan is volunteering her 
time and travel to come to Kitselas to teach us how we 
could measure our community’s wellness. 
    Joan is excited to work with the land use planning 
committee, the lands management offi  ce and others 
who are interested to show us how to start measuring 
sustainability. Th ere are all kinds of data out there in 
the world and we can fi nd out what is important to us 
through the land use planning process and determine 
what it is we would like to measure into the future. 
Examples are: how much energy we use on an annual 
basis, how old we are, how many children there are, 
and what skills people have. 
    Also, Daniel Millette is a planner and works with the 
First Nations Lands Advisory Board Resource Centre. 
Daniel travels all over the country fi nding out how 
other land code fi rst nations use their land to enrich 
the lives of their people. He’ll be coming to Kitselas on 
October 25th to share some of those stories. 
    October 25th is a time to come together to learn 
about sustainability, measuring community wellness 
and how we can encourage individuals to thrive on-
reserve. Hopefully, this educational event will give us 
all many more ideas to bring to the charrette!

Join Us!
October 25th 2011

Gitaus Admin Building

Time To Be Confi rmed 
(stay tuned for notice)
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Kitselas Master Land Use Plan

Kitselas Charrette Schedule!!!
November 1st to November 4th, 2011 

Th e fi rst community meeting will be happening on November 1st at 7:00 pm at the Gitaus 
Admin Offi  ce. Th e designers will present what they’ve heard so far and some ideas for the 
development of Gitaus.

Th e Elders will be invited for a luncheon on November 3rd at the Admin Offi  ce to sit with 
designers and tell them how Old Kitselas/Endudoon is allowed to look in the future. 

Th en, on November 3rd, we will be having an OPEN HOUSE for the community at the 
Gitaus Admin Offi  ce between 4 pm – 10 pm. Th is is a chance to make sure that we’ve 
gotten the plans right. 

Th e fi nal community meeting is happening on November 4th when we can come together 
for dinner and look at the products of the charrette. We will still be able to make changes 
at this point, but the majority of the plan’s visual elements will be completed. 

Please make sure to mark these dates in your calendar and get involved as you are the 
ones who make this process successful! 


